in mid-twentieth-century Brazil. And as we will see, the story of the Wolf of Gubbio and its promise of peace through social justice continue to resonate up to the present day. The story of the Wolf of Gubbio first appeared in the Fioretti di San Francesco, a compilation of stories about St. Francis circulating in the mid-fourteenth century and attributed to Ugolino Brunforte.1 According to this account, published nearly a century and a half after the death of St. Francis, a fierce wolf terrorized the city of Gubbio and attacked and killed their flocks in the countryside before developing a preference for human flesh. The wolf would lurk outside the walls of the city, lying in wait to attack and kill anyone who dared to emerge. The citizens of Gubbio warn St. Francis not to leave the city, but he, wishing to resolve the situation peacefully, goes out to seek the wolf anyway. He rebukes the wolf for its wicked behavior, but he also offers an opportunity for the wolf to repent, to turn away from its evil habits, and be forgiven, as St. Francis understands that the wolf's savagery has been motivated by its hunger. He offers a practical solution as well: should the wolf promise not to attack either flocks or people ever again, the townspeople promise to feed the wolf daily. The wolf agrees to this bargain with St. Francis, and then, later, with the townspeople as well. And so the wolf becomes the pet of Gubbio until its death of natural causes two years later.2 According to Cook, "the story is genuinely Franciscan although I do not know to what extent it is historical."3 Given the story's late origin, the Wolf of Gubbio is not found in Bonaventure's Legenda Maior nor is it represented in the fresco cycle in the Upper Church at Assisi.4 At the same time, themes endemic to the story are present in a number of the stories depicted in the Assisi fresco cycle. In order to understand the
